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Here’s Action Advertising 
and Posters to Move Tickets 


. 


"EM, BOYS, AND 
NG’EM BACK ALIVE!” 


me, 


The first explo- 
sive story of the 
law’s chemical 
warfare against 
gangdom.. .and 
the suicide squad 
that wages it! 


vith DENN is. 


MORGAN 


JOHN 


PAYNE 


GLORIA 


DICKSON 


Directed by TERRY MORSE 


Original Screen Play by Charles Belden, 
Don Ryan and Kenneth Gamet 
A WARNER BROS. — 
First National Picture 
Vitegraph, Inc. 


TOMMY—A tough 
cop who can soften 
up the toughest rats ! 


BILL—Two fisted cop 
—head of the Iaw’s 
ace trouble-shooters! 


JERRY —A swell girl 
who had the hard luck 
to love a tear gas cop! 
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THE LAW’S NEWEST WEAPON 


/ AGAINST THE UNDERWORLD! 


we 
pe 


When bullets can’t get ’em...tear 
gas can! And the action-screen blazes 
with the gasp-jammed story of the 
cops who fight killers with chemicals! 


Dow'r re A a 


sa 


DENNIS MORGAN 
JOHN PAYNE 
GLORIA DICKSON 


Original Screen Play by Charles Belden, Don Ryan and Kenneth Gamet 


Directed by 
TERRY MORSE 


A WARNER BROS..- 
First Nat’l Picture 


: Vitagraph, Inc. 
Vitagraph, Ine. 
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Page Two 


DENNIS 


MORGAN - PAYNE 


A WARNER BROS. First National Picture . 


Original Screen Play by Charles Belden, Don Ryan and Kenneth Gamet 


“WHEN BULLETS 
CAN'T GET EM & 
TEAR GAS CAN!” ¢ 


The sensation-streaked 
story of the suicide 
squad that 
smokes out 
killers...and 

brings them 

back alive! 


with 


DENNIS 


MORGAN 


JOHN 


PAYNE 


GLORIA 


DICKSON 


Directed by 
TERRY MORSE 


. . A WARNER BROS. 
@° ° First National Picture 


F Original Screen Play by Charles Belden, Don Ryan and Kenneth Gamet 
Vitegraph, Inc. 


Mat 108—534 Inches x | Column 
(77 lines)—15c 


It’s gangdom’s 
turn to weep...as 
the famous tear 
gas fighters smash 
at the underworld’s 
cringing killers! 


GLORIA 


DICKSON 


Directed by 
TERRY MORSE 


JOHN” 


Mat 206—5 Inches x 2 Columns {140 lines)—30c 


Country of origin U.S.A. Copyright 1940 Vitagraph, Inc. License to reproduce with copyright notice granted newspapers, magazines and other periodicals. 


Directed by TERRY MORSE - A WARNER BROS. - First Nat’ 


The gasp-jammed 


ait , eee eee Berri) 
Original Screen Play by Ch and Kenneth Gamet W 


drama of the men behind 


the tear gas guns...the 


bravest cops on earth! 


EA 


Dennis MORGAN - John PAYNE - Gloria DICKSON 


Directed by TERRY MORSE - A WARNER BROS..First Nat’! Picture 
Original Screen Play by Charles Belden, Don Ryan and Kenneth Gamer 
Vitagraph, Inc. 
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MEN WHO 
FIGHT CRIME... 


vennis MORGAN 
sonn PAYNE 
ccoria DICKSON 


Directed by TERRY MORSE sy 

A WARNER BROS.-First Nat’l Picture sell 
Original Screen Play by Charles Belden, Don Ryan and Kenneth Game 
Vitagraph, Inc. 
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WARNER BROS. 
TRAILER 


Official Billing Warner Bros. Shorts. 


° MERRIE MELODIES gets off to a hilarious start with "Confederate Honey’, 
WARNER BROS. Bilt a mirthful melange of satire and good-natured fun based on adventures 
Pictures, Inc. Presents 5% and misadventures in the Old South. 5315—Merrie Melodies—7 minutes. 


i i MELODY MASTERS presents the smooth strains of "Dave Apollon And 
100% Orchestra". The international favorite plays an exotic medley of tunes that 


will appea! to all lovers of the best in music. 5506—Melody Masters—l0 


with minutes. 
ee VITAPHONE VARIETIES offers "No Parking", a new side-splitting inter- 
DENNIS MORGAN JOHN PAYNE 40%, lude in the series devoted to members of The Grouch Club. This time our 


GLORIA DICKSON harrassed friend harbors a grudge against the law. 5704—Vitaphone 


Varieties—I0 minutes. 


BROADWAY BREVITIES stars Lee Dixon, dancing Broadway sensation in 
"Double Or Nothing". The most striking feature of this amusing and 
original comedy is its presentation of the "doubles" of Hollywood's great. 
5107—-Broadway Brevities—20 minutes. 


Directed by Terry Morse 15%, 


Original Screen Play by Charles Belden, Don Ryan and Kenneth Gamet 3%, 
LOONEY TUNES finds Porky Pig as "Slap Happy Pappy". Our hammy 

0 friend is now a farmer and with five little girl and boy chicks gets in some 

A Warner Bros‘{First National Picture 5%, sly lampooning on our idols of the networks. 5611!—-Looney Tunes—7 minutes. 
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CRIME PREVENTION WEEK 


Work in cooperation with city officials and editor 
of town's paper. Boy scouts and similar groups can 
cooperate by reporting misdemeanors to the po- 
lice authorities. Posters in shops, schools, and on 
bulletin boards. Promote this special week and carry 


..-- Keep Mor 


FIND BEST-LIKED COP 


Get local paper to cooperate in campaign to find 
most popular policeman in town. Newspaper prints 
ballots and everyone in community is urged to cast 
vote in lobby ballot box. Opening night of your 
showing, present winner with awards. Every police- 


SPONSOR BROADCAST 


Get together with police force to put 
on brief radio talk on "The Importance 
of Citizen's Cooperation With Police." 
Speakers include, police commissioner, 
district-attorney, or noted criminal 
lawyer. Beginning and end of program 
carries plugs for your showing. 


COPS RUN BENEFIT 


Cops are old hands at selling tickets, 
so get the Police Benevolent Associa- 
tion to run a benefit performance with 
this picture as the feature. It's a good 
way to reach out for extra business and 
build goodwill at the same time. 


picture's title and playdate. 


Tie-up Stills 


Twelve special stills suitable for local 
dealer tie-ups are available on this 
production, featuring John Payne, 


Gloria Dickson, and Dennis Morgan. 
Order ‘‘Tear Gas Tie-Up Stills”— 
$1.00 — from Warner Bros. Cam- 
paign Plan Editor, New York City. 


EYECATCHING BALLY 


Parade wrecked car on float through 
town. Large placard reads, ‘Mobsters 
wrecked many cars until the ‘Tear Gas 
Squad’ went into action." Billing and 
playdate are prominently displayed. 


SHOW FAMILY PIX 


In film, the Sullivan clan has always in- 
cluded a large number of policemen. 
Fix lobby display of pix of families hav- 
ing men on police force. Also promote 
newspaper feature on it. 


man, his friends and relatives will be there. 


REWARD HEROES 


With the cooperation of local news- 
paper, honor Police Department heroes 
who have distinguished themselves in 
the line of duty. Get merchants to tie 
in and furnish awards to the heroes, 
which are presented in your theatre. 


STREET BALLY 


Tough-looking types parade streets 
wearing gun holsters and carrying suit 
cases with copy reading, "We're leav- 
ing town fast. The ‘Tear Gas Squad’ 
arrives at the Strand on Friday." 


CONTACT BOOK SHOPS 


Contact local book dealer and arrange 
display of popular books about crime 
and rackets. Surround with action stills 
from the picture and include billing 
theatre name and playdates. 


Police Glee Club On Radio 


Cueing on Dennis Morgan’s role of a singing 
cop, invite foremost thrush on local force to 
appear on radio program to advertise your 
showing. Also spot the force’s glee club to 
enhance program. 
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RADIO SPOT ANNOUNCEMENT 


Spot this radio plug over your local station after 
the various mystery, gangster, and detective pro- 
grams that have such great appeal for audiences. 


"Calling all cars... Calling all thrill-seekers. Go to 
Strand Theatre tonight and see ‘Tear Gas Squad’, 
the action-jammed drama of the bravest men in 
the world...the men behind the tear gas guns! 
The exciting sensation-streaked picture of the men 
who fight crime with tears stars the up-and-coming 
Dennis Morgan, lovely Gloria Dickson, and John 
Payne. Learn how today's policemen use modern 
chemistry in bringing ruthless killers to justice. See 
‘Tear Gas Squad’ at the Strand Theatre on Friday 
... That is all." 


ing with Exploitation! 


WOMEN’S FEATURE 


Interesting women's page feature can 
be promoted by playing on film situa- 
tion wherein Gloria Dickson is torn 
between love for Dennis Morgan and 
John Payne, both policemen. Writer 
points out that cops’ wives and sweet- 
hearts lead extremely hazardous lives 
due to danger of the profession. 


SPOT HEADLINES 


Watch daily papers for crime head- 
lines to make an attention-getting lob- 
by display. Paste them up and head 
with copy reading, ‘Organized crime 
stopped its wave of terror when ‘Tear 
Gas Squad' went into action,'' or 
"When bullets couldn't stop ‘em, the 
'Tear Gas Squad’ did.” 


ESSAY CONTEST 


Subject: "Should killers be fought 
against with deadly bullets, or merely 
apprehended without bodily harm by 
tear gas squads?"' Get crime preven- 
tion groups and students of sociology 
to write brief essays. Award passes for 
first ten best letters. 


DISPLAY WEAPONS 


Always good for certain situations is the kind of 
lobby display that calls for exhibit of gas bombs, 
grenades, handcuffs, billies, and similar parapher- 
nalia. Copy nearby reads, "Do Not Touch... ac- 
tual properties used during filming of ‘Tear Gas 
Squad'," or These are the weapons the 'Tear Gas 
Squad’ must use to clean up the underworld." 


FINGERPRINT PATRONS 


A fingerprinting demonstration for your lobby with 
police department cooperation. Sponsor drive to 
get everyone's fingerprints for police files in case 


of accidents or missing persons. 


MARQUEE SELLS SHOW 


Mount tear gas or machine guns on 
top of marquee. Guns can be secured 
from police, army post, American 
Legion, or National Guard unit. If pos- 
sible, erect a runway around the mar- 
quee and have a blue uniformed guard 
patrol. Giant floodlights illuminate the 
display at night. 


Herald this pic- 
ture with Ad 301. 


It’s made to sell 


thrill fans! 


TAG MAGS 


Reach the detective and gangster 
story fans via the popular magazines. 
Arrange with local distributor to sup- 
ply you with back copies which are 
surprinted or tagged with stickers giv- 
ing selling lines, billing, and playdate. 
Attractive gal hands ‘em out. 


Target 


TRUE ADVENTURES 


Promote contest or inquiring reporter 
tie-up for best answer to query, ''What 
was your most thrilling true-life ad- 
venture?"' Question arises from film's 
smashing climax wherein young patrol- 
man risks his life in daredevil attempt 
to trap mobsters who shot his brother. 
Award passes for best answer. 


INVITE LOCALITES 


Invite warden of local prison, police 
chief, and prominent welfare workers 
to see picture. Use their comments in 
lobby, ad, and front displays. Point out 
that film was produced by the com- 
pany that made ''Public Enemy”, "Little 
Caesar", "'G-Men", "Each Dawn | 
Die"", and ''They Made Me A Criminal”. 


INQUIRING REPORTER 


Inquiring reporter quizzes, "Do you 
think Police College an unnecessary 
burden on the taxpayers, or do you 
approve of the old tried and tested 
methods of training a policeman?" For 
best selling effect, reporter is stationed 
in street near theatre, or lobby. 


Practice Range 


Rookie policemen play an 


exciting part in the film. 
With the increasing popu- 


larity of shooting ranges, 


erect range on empty lot 
near theatre. Those who hit 
bull’s eye win ducats to 
show. Plug comes in with 
displays and stills on film. 
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PUBLICITY—"‘TEAR GAS SQUAD” 


GANG-BUSTING 
HERO 


John Payne is held in 
ambush for one of the 
highlights of Warner Bros.’ 
“Tear Gas Squad”’, the film 
coming to the Strand Fri- 
day,which also stars Dennis 
Morgan and Gloria Dick- 
son. The story is timely, 
dramatic, concerning the 
activities of our up-and- 
coming tear gas divisions. 
Mat 201—30c 


Hollywood Discovers a 
Singer in Dennis Morgan 


Dennis Morgan has taken by 
storm that part of Hollywood 
which has already heard his 
sensational singing in advance 
of the release of his new swash- 
buckling Warner Bros.’ picture, 
“Tear Gas Squad,” in which he 
stars with 
John Payne 
and Gloria 
Dikekis'on, 
which opens 
at the Strand 
on Friday. 

Young Mor- 
gan came to 
Hollywood 
three sum- 
mers ago, 
heralded as a 
singing find. 
On the recom- 
mendations of 
Mary Garden he was put under 
contract to one of the major stu- 
dios. At that time he was just 
beginning the first steps into ac- 
claim as an operatic tenor by 
singing roles of secondary fea- 


Mat 102—15c 
Dennis Morgan 
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SYNOPSIS 


(Not For Publication) 


Tommy McCabe (Dennis 
Morgan) is a fresh night club 
singer whose act, burlesquing 
a policeman, offends Jerry Sul- 
livan (Gloria Dickson). Jer- 
ry’s father is a Police Lieuten- 
ant, her “steady fellow”, Bill 
Morrissey (John Payne) is a 
sergeant, and she’s all for the 
department. When Tommy 
joins the force he is the most 
cocky rookie in the depart- 
ment, and the most unpopu- 
lar. But when Tommy’s young- 
er brother (George Reeves) is 
shot down by gangster bullets 
he snaps out of his diffidence. 
After a member of the force 
is murdered by the same gang- 
sters, the police corner the des- 
peradoes in an old waterfront 
warehouse. Bill Morrissey is 
captured and held as hostage 
for a chance of a getaway. 
Tommy daringly climbs to the 
roof and through the skylight, 
while the tear gas squad is 
able to smoke them out. 
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tured consequence in the Chicago 
Civic Grand Opera. He also was 
starting to attract much atten- 
tion as a singer on Chicago and 
New York radio programs, and 
was heading for Europe and a 
place which had been arranged 
for him because of his personal- 
ity and promise, in the Paris 
Opera Comique. 

Dennis waited three years in 
Hollywood to gain the chance to 
sing, which he thought was 
automatically his when he ac- 
cepted his first Hollywood con- 
tract in 19386. 

But the closest he ever got 
to singing was when he stood 
up handsomely and seemed to 
sing in the hit number, “A 
Pretty Girl Is Like a Melody,” 
in “The Great Ziegfeld,” al- 
though the voice that seemed to 
come from his lips was a tenor 
voice and not his own. 

A singing opportunity was not 
forthcoming, so Dennis moved 
out of films and took the singing 
leads in the Los Angeles Grand 
Opera Company’s 1938 light 
opera program. 

The past six months have 
been a preparatory period in 
which Dennis has done some fine 
acting, his last assignment in 
“Three Cheers for the Irish,” 
with Priscilla Lane, having won 
fine comment from the critics. 
And now, at last, he has been 
given a role in which he sings 
in “Tear Gas Squad.” 


Beauty and the Beast 


On the “Tear Gas Squad” set 
at Warner’s recently, Gloria 
Dickson took her first horse- 
back ride. She is frankly fright- 
ened of horses and agreed to 
mount the “beast,” as she de- 
scribed it, only because it is 
a necessary part of the action. 
“It’s really very simple,” con- 
soled Director Terry Morse, ‘‘and 
there’s nothing to be afraid of.” 
Miss Dickson quavered, “Never 
mind the small details, just tell 
me where the brakes are!” 


(Lead) 


“Tear Gas Squad’ Action 
Thriller at Strand Friday 


“When bullets can’t get ’em, tear gas can!” is an expression popular among officers of 
the law. The use of chemicals in fighting the underworld has become tremendous, and 
Warner Bros. astutely pounced on this timely topic for the basis of its newest thriller, 
“Tear Gas Squad,” starring John Payne, Gloria Dickson 
and Dennis Morgan, which opens at the Strand Theatre 


on Friday. 


Cast in the story’s three leading roles are a trio of 


young, promising players 
naturals for their parts. 
Morgan, whose outstanding bari- 
tone voice first demanded Holly- 
wood’s attention, in a role in 
which he has his first opportun- 
ity to sing for the films. John 
Payne is a young husky rapidly 
rising to prominence. And beau- 
tiful, blonde Gloria Dickson has 
to her record a series of perform- 
ances so worthy as to make her 
perfect choice for the feminine 
lead in “Tear Gas Squad.” 


| Strong Story Value | 


The plot starts with Dennis 
Morgan, as Tommy McCabe, a 
cocky night club singer, show- 
ering unwanted attentions on 
Jerry Sullivan, played by Gloria 
Dickson. Tommy’s having ridi- 
culed the police force has of- 
fended Jerry, whose father is a 
police lieutenant and whose 
whole family reeks with police 
department tradition. It is Ser- 
geant Bill Morrissey’s, played 
by John Payne, fine record on 
the force that has made him 
win her affections. 

As a lark, Tommy joins the 
department, and his prankish- 
ness causes much friction be- 
tween him and his rival, Bill. 
It takes a serious blow to sober 
Tommy, and this comes when 
his brother, portrayed by George 
Reeves, is murdered by gang- 
sters. The rookie’s zeal in trying 
to bring the slayers to justice 
causes him to be suspended from 
the force. 

When a police sergeant is mur- 
dered, the gang is tracked down 
to a warehouse. Bill is snared 
by the hoodlums, who demand a 
chance for a getaway in ex- 
change for his life. While the 
cops debate how to take the 
crooks without risking Bill’s life, 
Tommy breaks into the ware- 
house alone and takes the mob 
by surprise while the force takes 
care of the rest with tear gas. 

The fast - moving original 
screen play was written by 
Charles Belden, Don Ryan and 
Kenneth Gamet. Talented young 
Terry Morse handled the direc- 
tion. 


Director’s Problem 


Twenty men in _ policemen’s 
uniforms were singing a song 
for a scene in Warner’s “Tear 
Gas Squad.” 

“Maybe we’d better have the 
men take their hats off,” said di- 
rector Terry Morse. 

The hats came off, bringing 
six bald and semi-bald pates into 
full view. 

“As you were, men,” yelled 
Morse, ‘“‘you’re reflecting too 
much light.” 
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THE CAST 


Tommy McCabe 
DENNIS MORGAN 
Bill Morrissey. JOHN PAYNE 
Jerry Sullivan 
GLORIA DICKSON 
Joe McCabe... George Reeves 
Sergeant Crump 
Frank Wilcox 
Lois Julie Stevens 
Lieutenant Sullivan 
Harry Shannon 
Mrs. Sullivan ... Mary Gordon 
Captain Henderson 
William Gould 
Chief Ferris. John Hamilton 
Cousin Andy. Edgar Buchanan 
Cousin Pat...... Dick Rich 
George............ DeWolf Hopper 
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whose vitality make them 
There is 


handsome Dennis 


Gloria Dickson 
Has Had Lively 


If Young Career 


From a part in a Long Beach, 
Cal., tent show to a screen career 
in which she never has been a 
lesser player than a leading 
woman, has been the young but 
lively career of Gloria Dickson, 
who is starred with Dennis Mor- 
gan and John Payne in Warner 
Bros.’ “Tear Gas Squad,” which 
comes to the Strand Theatre on 
Friday. 

From a Long Beach commun- 
ity theater she progressed to 
the tent show, 
and from the 
tent show to 
acting jobs 
with the Fed- 
eral theatre 
DitLo jrercst 
around Los 
Angeles. She 
also made 
appearances 
over the ra- 
dio in Long 
Beach, when 
not working 
nights. 

A talent scout hunted her up 
a little later, after John Langan, 
her federal theater project stage 
director, had told him to look 
up the intense little yellow 
haired girl with the big blue 
eyes who was playing the role 
of “Paul” in “The Devil Passes” 
at the Los Angeles Musart Thea- 
ter. That scout was Irving 
Kumin of Warner Bros. studio, 
and a day or two after Irving 
saw Miss Dickerson, she was on 
the contract list at Warner Bros. 
studio, and her name was chang- 
ed to Gloria Dickson. 


= 
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Gloria Dickson 


They Got There 


Dennis Morgan, young War- 
ner Bros. leading man, who is 
playing in “Tear Gas Squad,” 
and John Payne, who is also in 
the same picture, have formed 
a “Two Years To Get There 
Club.” Both players spent a 
period approximating two years 
before they received their real 
“break” in films. And both are 
singers, although John will not 
warble in his current role. 


Reunion on Set 


Production on Warner Bros.’ 
“Tear Gas Squad” seemed like 
homecoming week to graduates 
of the Pasadena Community 
Playhouse, the group which has 
given Hollywood many of its 
stars. Represented were George 
Reeves, Julie Stevens, Frank 
Wilcox and George Buchanan. 
The first three are under con- 
tract to Warner’s. Buchanan was 
engaged for “Tear Gas Squad.” 


Adventurer in Film 


George de Norman, one time 
was personal war aviator for 
Marshal Chiang Kai Shek of 
China, recently finished a stunt 
man assignment in the Dennis 
Morgan - Gloria Dickson - John 
Payne picture “Tear Gas Squad” 
at Warner’s. 


John Payne 
Plays Hard 


Boiled Cop 


If John Payne had it to do 
over he’d play just as much 
football, wash just as many 
dishes in New York lunchrooms, 
take the same jobs as poolroom 
bouncers ,and do almost every- 
thing else he did while groom- 
ing himself to become an actor. 

But a few things that John 
did during his past ten years, 
he now thinks 
he would skip. 

“T wouldn’t 
try to teach 
geometry to 
spoiled kids 
f7-O Mi 1. 


New York 
ipa Wale She 
John says, 


“Because I 
would know 
in advance 


Girat. tne vy 
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same as I did. 

“T’d work harder on my sing- 
ing, if it were possible to work 
harded than I did, and I’d be 
more careful with my money. 
Because if I had it to do over 
again, I would hold outa little 
longer against accepting my first 
offer to come to Hollywood. I 
now know that I should have 
come to Hollywood as a bigger 
stage figure than I was.” 

Payne is playing the part of 
a youngish, but hard boiled, 
police sergeant in Warner Bros.’ 
“Tear Gas Squad.” It’s his first 
deviation from a succession of 
likeable leading man roles, and 
it is a change for which the 
27-year-old actor has been angl- 
ing. He believes it is disastrous 
to get into the Hollywood groove. 


Tackle Clashes 
With Right End 


When Dennis Morgan, who 
had been tackle for Carroll Col- 
lege of Wisconsin, met up in 
physical combat with John 
Payne, Mercersburg College 
right end, it made an exciting 
scene for Warner Bros.’ “Tear 
Gas Squad,” which opens at the 
Strand on Friday. 

Payne threw Morgan; sent 
the tall ex-lumberman sailing 
over his shoulder in perfect 
camera tempo. 

Three days later, Morgan got 
even. 

It had to be a punch that sent 
Payne sprawling, and it was no 
time for a soft tap. 

So Dennis got the last innings, 
and the screen had seen two 
of the most expensive young 
gladiators measure blows. 


PRODUCTION 


Directed by Terry Morse 


Original Screen Play by 
Charles Belden, Don Ryan and 
Kenneth Gamet; Director of 
Phtography, Sid Hickox, A.S. 
C.; Art Director, Charles Novi; 
Dialogue Director, John Lan- 
gan; Film Editor, Louis Hesse; 
Gowns by Milo Anderson; 
Sound by Stanley Jones; Mu- 
sic and Lyrics by M. K. Jerome 
and Jack Scholl. 


Running Time...... 55 minutes 


PUBLICITY—"‘TEAR GAS SQUAD” 


(Opening Day) 


“Tear Gas Squad” 
At Strand Today 


The drama behind the men who fight crime with tears 
is the impelling theme of Warner Bros.’ “Tear Gas Squad,” 
starring Dennis Morgan, John Payne and Gloria Dickson, 
which opens at the Strand Theatre today. 

Reaching into newspaper headlines for material that 
is as entertaining as it is dramatic, the rich characteriza- 


tions of the plot are in the cap- 
able hands of three of Holly- 
wood’s youngest and most talent- 
ed players. Dennis Morgan is af- 


forded a chance to use his fine 


baritone voice in several num- 
bers written for him by Moe K. 
Jerome and Jack Scholl, known 
for their “Little Buckaroo.” John 
Payne and Gloria Dickson are 
cast in parts which are said 
to be worthy of their special 
talents. The story revolves 
around Jerry Sullivan, por- 
trayed by Gloria Dickson, whose 
family history is crammed with 
tradition of stout-hearted men 
who have made their mark on 
New York’s police force. She 
is incensed at remarks deroga- 
tory of the force made by cocky 
young Tommy McCabe, played 
by Dennis Morgan, who is at- 
tracted to the girl. When Tommy 
becomes a cop himself, Bill Mor- 
rissey, portrayed by John Payne, 
who is also Jerry’s devoted ad- 
mirer, starts keen rivalry. 

It is when Tommy’s brother 
is murdered by racketeers that 
the rookie’s resentment boils over 
into insubordination that causes 
him to be suspended from the 
force. After another murder, 
the gangsters are ferreted out. 
They capture Bill and threaten 
his life unless they are given 
the opportunity to escape. In a 
dramatic moment, Tommy takes 
the gang by surprise, saving 
Bill’s life, while the tear gas 
squad smokes out the hoodlums. 

The capable young director 
Terry Morse directed the orig- 
inal screen play, written by 
Charles Belden, Don Ryan and 
Kenneth Gamet, and produced 
for Warner Bros. 


Virile Avtar 
Plays Gym 
Instructor 


John Payne almost put a stop 
to the day’s shooting on Warner 
Bros.’ “Tear Gas Squad,’’ which 
opens at the Strand Friday. 
When he, Dennis Morgan, and a 
number of other actors were 
summoned to the Warner gym 
by Director Terry Morse, to 
shoot a scene in which Payne 
was supposed to act as the phys- 
ical education instructor for a 
platoon of police department 
rookies. 

In demonstrating, Payne 
picked up Morse, his 34-year-old 
motion picture director, and gave 
Morse a sample of what the pro- 
fessional wrestlers call “the air- 
plane spin.” Young Morse had 
done some wrestling himself, but 
when Payne set him down after 
whirling the sandy haired young 
director around in the air seven 
or eight times, Morse’s legs 
played him false, and he man- 
aged to totter only about three 
paces, and then fell flat on his 
face. 

Morse got even with Payne 
when the gymnasium shots were 
completed for the day, and he 
told Payne he had a wrestling 
lock the latter couldn’t break. 
When Payne approached, to 
break the lock, Morse took a 
quick armlock on the athletic 
actor, bent his shoulders and sent 
Payne on a somersault over 
Morse’s back. Payne landed flat 
on the canvas, and when he arose 
the two adversaries solemnly 
shook hands and called off their 
feud. 


"Tear Gas Squad’ 
New Strand Hit 


The current attraction at the 
Strand Theatre is the thrilling 
Warner Bros. action film, “Tear 
Gas Squad,” starring Dennis 
Morgan, John Payne and Gloria 
Dickson. 

Dealing with New York’s 
gang-busting, law-enforcing po- 
lice divisions, it presents the hu- 
man interest behind-the-scenes 
stories of the lives of the men 
who fight crime with tear gas. 

The plot deals with the rivalry 
between a sergeant, played by 
John Payné and a rookie cop, 
portrayed by Dennis Morgan. 
Gloria Dickson, whose family 
reeks police force 
rather favors John than the 
cocky rookie. It is when Dennis’ 


tradition, | 


young brother is murdered that | 
the young’ cop snaps into action. | 


A thrilling scene picturing the 
tear gas squad smoking out the 
desperadoes establishes Dennis 
as a hero. 

Miss Dickson, Morgan and 
Payne are among Hollywood’s 
most promising younger players 
and their fine work in “Tear Gas 
Squad” was under the direction 
of Terry Morse. The original 
screen play is by Charles Belden, 
Don Ryan and Kenneth Gamet. 


Two Made Good 
In Hollywood 


Both Dennis Morgan and John 
Payne, who are playing the two 
featured parts with Gloria Dick- 
son in Warner Bros.’ exciting 
“Tear Gas Squad,” which opens 
at the Strand Friday, cam- 
paigned on the stage as young 
singing leads in “The Student 
Prince” before they got their 
big chances in Hollywood. 

Morgan sang it a little over a 
year ago with the Los Angeles 
Grand Opera Co., being then 
known to music followers as 
“Stanley Morner” (his real 
name); a protege of Mary Gar- 
den. 

Payne sang the same lead role 
in “Student Prince,” besides al- 
ternating in the other leads in 
“The Great Waltz,” and “Gypsy 
Prince” during sixteen weeks of 
roadshows for the Shuberts out 
of New York City in 1935. 

Morgan has his first oppor- 
tunity to sing a few numbers for 
films in “Tear Gas Squad”. 


“On the Way to My Girl” 


Mat 202—30c 


BUT DENNIS MORGAN’S GIRL, GLORIA DICKSON, IS ALSO 
JOHN PAYNE’S GIRL, so this traffic ticket looks like a case of 


rivalry in Warner’s “Tear Gas Squad”, at the Strand Friday. 


(Review) 


*Tear Gas Squad” 
Dynamic Drama 


The Strand Theatre’s presentation last night, Warner Bros.’ “Tear Gas Squad,” is 
an exciting behind-the-scenes story of New York’s trouble-shooters, starring Dennis 
Morgan, John Payne and Gloria Dickson. 

A film that makes entertainment of authentic, every 
day drama, “Tear Gas Squad” is a tribute to those forces 
whose work protects the lives, property and prerogatives 


of the public. 


When night club singer Tommy McCabe, played by 
Dennis Morgan, sings a number ridiculing the police 


Dennis Morgan 


Sings in Film 


In a corner of a night club, Dennis Morgan, who 
finally, after three years in films, gets the chance to sing 
for which Mary Garden originally sent him to Holly- 
wood, sings a song into the blue eyes of Gloria Dickson. 
It is a scene from Warner Bros.’ “Tear Gas Squad,” which 
opens at the Strand Friday. The song is “I’m an Officer 


of the Law,” and is all about 
how a young patrolman made a 
hit with a pretty blonde girl 


Mat 103—15c 
Gloria Dickson and 
Dennis Morgan 


in Central Park. As Morgan fin- 
ishes his last chorus, he sud- 
denly bends and kisses Gloria. 

With the spell broken, the lat- 
ter slaps Morgan sharply. 

Unluckily, after rehearsing 
the song and the slap, Gloria 
put too much of the old hay- 
maker in the slap she made for 
the “take,” and bounced the stone 
out of the ring she was wearing. 

While the prop man went for 
a vacuum cleaner to try to find 
the stone, Julie Stevens, who 
was Gloria’s girl friend in the 
film shot, looked at Dennis Mor- 
gan’s stage costume as a police- 
man, and said, “That’s what he 
gets for ‘copping’ a kiss.” 


Policeman Has 


The Last Word 


In Warner Bros.’ “Tear Gas 
Squad,” which opens at the 
Strand Friday, Gloria Dickson 
introduces her cocky new ac- 
quaintance, Dennis Morgan, to 
her father, who is a police lieu- 
tenant; and to her pair of two- 
fisted first cousins who also are 
officers, after the three police- 
men have heard Morgan dispar- 
aging all patrolmen as “dopes”’ 
“flatfeet” and men unable to 
hold any kind of a steady job 
off the police force. 

“Haven’t I seen you before?” 
Dick Rich asks Morgan belliger- 
ently. ““Maybe in a showup?” 

“You’ve got me mixed up,” 
Dennis explains in embarrass- 
ment. “I’ve never been arrested.” 

“No, Mr. McCabe is just a 
night club singer,’ Miss Dick- 
son explains to her stern look- 
ing menfolk. 

“And he’s never been ar- 
rested!” her father exclaims in 
disbelief. 


Thinks of Sponsor 


Dennis Morgan, who was dis- 
covered singing in a Chicago 
night club by Mary Garden, still 
sends wax recording's of his new- 
est songs to her for her criti- 
cisms, if she has any for him. His 
current film is Warner’s ‘Tear 
Gas Squad,” which comes to the 
Strand Theatre next Friday. 


. force, he offends Jerry Sullivan, 


portrayed by Gloria Dickson, 
whose family reeks police force 
tradition. He bends over back- 
wards trying to get back into 
her good graces, for he is quite 
taken with the girl. 

Tommy joins the police force 
and his life is made most un- 
comfortable by Police Sergeant 
Bill Morrisey, played by John 
Payne, who is his rival for 
Jerry’s affections. The younger 
rookie’s cocky attitude is a bane 


Hero to ‘’Heel”’ 
For Art’s Sake 


One of the few motion picture | 
actors who has deliberately set | 


out to alienate the affections of 
his audience, change a _ screen 
role in which he was the recipi- 
ent of favorable notice and sen- 
timental sympathv, and picture 


himself as a “heel”? when he was | 


already accepted as a hero, is 
John Payne. 

Playing in Warner Bros.’ 
“Tear Gas Squad,” which opens 
at the Strand Friday, Payne 
plays the young policeman who 
comes in second in the affections 
of Gloria Dickson after expect- 
ing Gloria to marry him instead 
of Dennis Morgan. As written 
in the script, Payne’s character 
came in for a good deal of sym- 
pathy. 

“But I felt it was making me 
look like a weak character,” 
Payne explained. 


Accordingly John began to 
contribute little personality 
traits to his young policeman, 
which would make the audience 
do a good deal more rooting for 
Dennis to win the girl. 

“You know the audience won’t 
like you very well,” Morse re- 
minded the actor. 

“T feel sure of it,” said Payne 
cheerfully. “They won’t like me; 
but they will realize that I’m in 
the picture. And for an actor, 
that’s more important.” 


| the 


to the department until his 
brother is murdered by a mob of 
gangsters. The shock sobers him 
and his new zeal causes his sus- 
pension from the force. 


After another member of the 
force is murdered, the slayers 
are trapped in a_ waterfront 
warehouse. Bill is there ahead 
of the others and captured by 
the desperadoes, who demand a 
chance to escape for the young 
officer’s life. Impulsively, Tommy 
climbs to the rear of the ware- 
house and takes the racketeers 
by surprise while the tear gas 
squad goes to work. 

The leading parts offer the 
players excellent opportunities 
for their special talents which 
are fully utilized. Special note 
must be made of the surprise 
star, handsome Dennis Morgan. 
He has been seen in some 


| worthy roles recently but, this 


is his first singing part. He 
gives voice to five numbers, and 
we'll warrant this young man 
will be heard from again im- 
portantly soon. 

The capable young director 
Terry Morse makes the most of 
well - constructed original 
screen play by Charles Belden, 
Don Ryan and Kenneth Gamet. 


International 
Family In Film 


Harry Shannon, veteran Irish 
comedian of stage and screen, 
who plays the part of a lieuten- 
ant of police in “Tear Gas 
“quad,” in the film heads an all- 
Irish family comprised of five 
members. Shannon is the only le- 
gitimate Irishman in the group; 


_ the others are Edgar Buchanan, 


Gloria Dickson, Mary Gordon, 
who plays the mother, and Dick 
Rich. Dennis Morgan, John 
Payne, and George Reeves also 
play Irish parts in the film; Mor- 
gan is Swedish, Payne from the 
South, and Reeves is of English 
ancestry. 


Actor Writes Music 


John Payne, currently appear- 
ing in Warner Bros.’ “Tear Gas 
Squad” has written several orig- 
inal songs which he sings while 
accompanying himself. 
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